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[Abstract : The Art of Bengal emerged, incorporating its oriental aptitude
before the upheaval of the colonial period as well as the beginning of
institutional pedagogy of art here in West Bengal. The application of the art
style of Ajanta painting was not rare in the art practices of ancient and medieval
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ages of Bengal. Along with the classical ones, the thriving art of Bengal was
opulent, consisting of the diverse elements and styles of the rural as well as
traditions of folk art. If the art of Muslim culture, especially from the Persian
heritage, is considered as the oriental style along with the art style of the Far
East, then it has been well observed that the art of Bengal, being part of the
oriental nature for over the centuries, has emerged as the practice of collective
effort, rather than the individualistic endeavors. During the British colonial
reign, all these diverse traditions had been rejected by the name of British
enlightenment in Bengal. But by the movement of the New Bengal School of
Art and as the outcome of other nationalistic incidents, the oriental style
revived in Bengal eventually, having different attitudes and modes. But
simultaneously, a parallel stream of modernistic approaches relevant to the
socioeconomic changes after the Second World War was also prevalent after
the partition of 1947. All these shifts were influential to the growth of the
painters of the first and second generations in Bangladesh, who developed the
art scene as well as the aesthetic horizon of the East Pakistan period before the
independence of our country. So, there were two prominent streams, oriental
and western, responsible for the formation of the art aptitude of Bangladesh.
These two vibrant streams, both assimilating with or disassociating from each
other, emphatically influence and control the art endeavors of our
contemporary artists.]



