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[Abstract: Following Bangladesh's liberation from Pakistan through a war of
independence, Dhaka Theatre emerged as a significant player in the country's
theatrical landscape. Despite being labeled as a trendsetter for developing
national theatre form based on the age-old tradition of the country, its initial
productions, however, followed western styles like its peers.

However, the troupe, led by some freedom fighters, underwent a
significant shift in terms of the structure of plays, production, and acting styles
as part of its initiatives to develop a unique theatre language based on
traditional performing arts like narration, lyrical, and poetry for contemporary
audiences. Another notable feature of this unique style is the interwoven and
frequent transformation of narration and characters by the actors. Guided by the
post-colonial spirit, this initiative simultaneously challenged conventional
Western theatre styles. They coined this narrative style 'Kathanatya'.

They established this theatre style by producing unique productions such
as 'Chaka," "Jaibati Kanyar Mon," and 'Hargaj," authored by the Selim Al Deen,
the main theoretician and playwright of Dhaka Theatre. Dhaka Theatre also
shed light on the culture and struggles of other ethnic groups residing in
Bangladesh, portrayed through productions like 'Bonpansul.' The play delves
into the life, culture, struggles, and oppression faced by the Mandai ethnic
minority group in the Madhupur region. Their resilience amidst Bengali
majority oppression was depicted through the script crafted in the Panchali
style. Subsequently, Dhaka Theatre staged ‘Dhaboman,’ providing a unique
portrayal of humanity's decline in a war-ravaged, materialistic world.

Today, Dhaka Theatre stands as an inspiration for the entire nation, its
influence extending beyond national borders with international recognition.
Thus, the style pioneered by Dhaka Theatre can rightly be acknowledged as a
national phenomenon, given its widespread impact and the involvement of a
large segment of the population.]
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