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[Abstract : Rabindranath Tagore is brilliant in the history of Bengali music for
his uniqueness. Hindustani Classical Music was at the core of his musical
inspiration. He felt that it would become significant if musicologists devoted
themselves to discovering the meaning of rag-ragini used in songs. Eight
Khambaj raga-based Rabindra songs have been selected to verify how raga-
dependency was present in songs composed following Classical music. This
article compares the characteristics and movements of Khambaj raga with
Khambaj raga-based Rabindra Sangeet. By applying the text-analysis method
and comparative method, we can see that although the word 'Khambaj' is not
mentioned in the notation in Rabindranath's songs, Khambaj has a strong
influence in many of those songs. Rabindranath's focus was to give equal
importance to melody expressing the lyrics of the songs. Even though the song
is composed in the tune of Khambaj, the raga never comes upfront, instead, it
brings equality of words and tunes, creating a wonderful harmony of words and

tunes.

Despite the systematic use of Khambaj raga, the melody of Khambaj did

not dominate the words in his songs. The analysis shows that Rabindra Sangeet,
with its richness of lyrics, has become distinctive and heart-warming by fully
embracing Khambaj's melody.]
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