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[Abstract : This study assesses the coverage of environmental news in print 

media of Bangladesh. Here four newspapers in two languages are taken as a 

sample to evaluate the coverage of environmental news which are The Daily 

Prothom Alo, The Daily Ittefaq. The Daily Star and The Business Standard. 

Here, 124(314) newspapers are taken from 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023. 

Analyzing these, a total of 9002 news items were found, of which 187 were 

environmental news items which is very insignificant compared to the total 

news. Here the news topics include pollution, biodiversity, environmental 

management, brick kilns, illegal sand mining, hill cutting. deforestation and 

environmental threats. Out of which most of the news has been published on 

pollution and biodiversity. Most of these stories are published in a strait jacket 

news format and in two columns. As environment has become an important 

issue today. Concerns about the environment are growing and therefore the 

coverage of environmental news is increasing globally. But this study shows 

that environmental news has not become so important in the newspapers of 

Bangladesh. This result also indicates that official voice extremely reliant as 

source of environmental news. While environment specialist, scientists were all 

but ignored as news sources. Numbers of in-depth news also very poor. They 

were given very small treatment. Here the newspapers have published the same 

type of news in determining the agenda of the news. Each newspaper followed 

its own framing method in the content and structure of its news.] 
 

Keywords : Environmental issues, News coverage, Bangladeshi national dailies, 

evaluation.  

 

Introduction 

Bangladesh is a developing country in South Asia with 170 million people with a land of 

148,460 square kilometers. For a small country, Bangladesh is over populated. It`s soils, 

geography and geological history are very complex. It is the largest delta in the world. 

Environment is one of the most crucial decisive factors exerting influence on 

development probabilities in Bangladesh (Ferdous & Khatun, 2020). It has many 

environmental problems like climate change, pollution, environmental degradation, 

resource depletion etc. Deterioration of environment has most hostile effects on Asia, 

Africa and Latin American countries of the world (Ivy, 2016). On the other hand, global 

environmental problem is increasing day by day. Mass media plays an important role in 

covering news and provide information on environmental issues. The role of the media to 

raise the community concern and commitment for social and environmental issue is a 
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very critical one. Awareness creation for the protection of the environment sand the 

sustainable use of finite resources are matters that directly concern each citizen. Media 

can be an instrument in breaking the silence that surrounds the environmental problems 

and in creating an environment that encourages discussions of how the community can 

participate and change their behavior. It is truly crucial to raise public awareness of 

environmental issues (Roba, 2012). Hence, Bangladeshi newspaper have to play this role 

for public awareness and protect our environment. Besides this, educating and informing 

the public about environmental issues, exercise their function in environmental 

surveillance, consensus building and socialization is also the responsibility of newspaper. 

This paper investigate how Bangladeshi newspaper play this role. How to provide 

environmental coverage in print media. For this reason, Environmental News rate, how 

are they publishing news, how they are setting public agenda on environmental issues has 

been explored. 

 

Objectives of the Research  

This study investigates the present conditions of environmental news in Bangladesh. 

More specifically, it will explore that how the Bangladeshi print media are giving 

coverage on environmental issues. Besides, some secondary objects have also been 

fulfilled by this research. Through this study, journalism students, journalists, government 

officials, environmental organizations, environmental activists, environmental researchers 

and those who are interested in this matter will be more aware. Through which the media 

will give more priority to the agenda of the people in determining its news agenda. The 

media will play its socially responsible role in presenting research-based news in a simple 

manner using logical sources. More in-depth news and advocacy news will be published. 

Through which environmental awareness will increase. Which will help to reduce or 

solve the environmental problems of Bangladesh. 

 

Review of Literatures 

Rachel Carson fails to cover US environmental threats in newspapers. Then he wrote a 

book called 'Silent Spring' to bring these issues forward which provides knowledge about 

harmful effects of pesticides on ecology (Carson, 1962). After that, US newspaper 

published environmental news for the first time. According to ‘The Media and the Social 

Construction of the Environment’ study, western news media started to cover 

environmental issues as news from 1960, and by the end of 1980, it became a distinct 

topic for news media because of its increasing public and political concern (Hansen, 

1991). 

In Environmental Protection (2nd) reports in Bangladesh which is published from 

PIB. This report showed that Environmental issues have not much attention in 

Bangladeshi newspapers. Since the 1980s, a weak stream of environmental journalism 

has emerged in Bangladesh. After that, environmental journalism progressed in 

collaboration with state policy and development agencies. Environmental journalism is 

increased based on soil, water, air crisis and problems of this country. In the late eighties 

it began to move from the politics of power capture to the politics of development 

(Mahmud, 2018). 

Reis study on ‘Environmental news: Coverage of the Earth Summit by Brazilian 

Newspapers’. He finds that economic issues were prominent in Brazilian news coverage. 

This result is indicated that environmental media are still extremely reliant on official 

voices. Governmental officials were the most frequently cited sources, while 
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environmentalists and scientists were all but ignored as news sources. This research also 

high light the fact that the range of issues covered by the environmental media largely 

reflects the perceived public agenda (Reis, 1999). 

Hoerisch study on ‘Environmental Awareness and Environmentally Beneficial 

Behavior in India’. He shows the coverage on environmental issues has increased over 

the last few years, the media’s supply of information on environment is still quite low and 

one-sided: the variety of environmental topics tackled should increase, the reporting 

should not only highlight the environmental issues that are at the top of the political 

agenda, but the coverage should be a more continual one (Hoerisch, 2002). 

Norma and Hassan`s ‘The Representation of Environmental News: A Comparative 

Study on Malaysia and New Zealand’ found that environmental news is underrepresented 

in Malaysia and New Zealand. And the News patterns in the two countries are quite 

similar. The researchers questioned the quality of the news, with much of the cover is 

being conflict-framed, one source event stories, with high dependency on governmental 

officials. Through interviews, it is revealed some differences between New Zealand and 

Malaysian newspapers (Norma and Hassan, 2007).  

Another study on ‘Media Coverage of Environmental Conservation Issues’ showed 

that, Environmental issues represent a very low proportion of all stories covered by 

newspapers; these stories also suffer from content limitations. No coverage of 

environmental issues in the popular media is likely to be a straight forward treatment of 

the facts due to much practical constrains, some of which are inherent in the structure and 

values of modern news reporting. Some of these constrains are: misreporting or 

miscommunication, low levels of journalistic training in science reporting and writing, 

media time and space constrain and commercial pressures (Ochieng, 2015). 

A Study on ‘The Perception of Journalists on Environmental Issues in Bangladeshi 

Media’ also showed that, the climate change issue is becoming increasingly significant in 

Bangladeshi media as Bangladesh is attracting increasing attention within the climate 

debate. Concerning the bigger issue of environmental coverage, she mentions that 

environmental journalism in Bangladesh is shaped by many hurdles. Such as, pressure of 

deadline, lack of support from gatekeepers and media institutions, lack of resource, poor 

logistic support, a lack of dedicated expertise and poor understanding of reporter (Azim, 

2014).  

On the other hand, ‘Agenda Setting on Environmental and Climate Change Issues in 

Bangladeshi Newspaper: The Case of UN Climate Change Conference’ showed that 

Bangladeshi newspaper have considerable influence on the public perceptions of 

environmental change. Apart from the agenda setting on the issues that have relevance to 

the country’s negotiations at the international levels, a number of dailies have been 

advocating for local environmental policy changes (Reza and Haque, 2011).  

Shen, Ahern and Han examined the impact of narrative environmental news in their 

study ‘Environmental Orientations and News Coverage: Examining the Impact of 

Individual Differences and Narrative News’. Results indicated significant interaction 

effects between news formats and individual environmental orientations on 

transportation, positive cognitive responses, sympathy, and issue attitudes. Those who 

were more concerned about the environment were more affected by narrative news than 

those less concerned. These findings suggest that news narratives have stronger effects 

when they resonate with individuals’ predispositions (Shen, Ahern & Han, 2017).  

Ferdous and Khatun’s (2020) ‘News Coverage on Environmental Issues: A Study 

on Print Media in Bangladesh’ find that, Environmental issues are not covered 
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significantly in newspaper. They are given very small portions of the newspaper and 

marginalized in a relation to their presentation (Ferdous & Khatun, 2020). 

Al-Zaman and Khan’s (2021) study ‘Framing Environmental news in Bangladesh’ 

find that, the media prioritize the following topics: brick kilns, pollution, air, monsoon, 

power plant, death, meteorology, climate change, environmental management, and water. 

As individual issues, climate change and air quality receive remarkable attention from the 

media. It is also assumed that public frames may influence media frames in terms of 

environmental news coverage, and media can deliberately try to reinforce public 

perceptions through framing (Al-Zaman and Khan, 2021).  

The research studies that the environmental issues of different countries are 

documented in existing literature. We can't find enough literature which is based on 

Bangladesh. But these literatures raise a positive question that how the Bangladeshi 

media are giving coverage on environmental issues. To get this answer those literature 

help me to understand how Bangladeshi print media coverage environmental news. 

 

Research Questions  

Each study has its own set of goals and objectives. Without targets and priorities, no work 

can be accomplished. This research is accompanied by the following questions- 

RQ1 : What types of environmental issues receive the most attention in Bangladeshi 

newspapers? 

RQ2 : What percentage of Bangladeshi newspapers news are environmental news?  

RQ3 : How environmental news are getting coverage in Bangladeshi newspapers?  

RQ4 : How much treatment are giving on environmental issues?  

RQ5 : What is the pattern of Bangladeshi newspaper coverage on environmental issues?  

RQ6 : Which sources are used to collect information for environmental news? 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This research is conducted based on ‘Agenda Setting Theory’. This theory was proposed 

by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw (Wimmer & Dominick, 1954). Their view of 

the agenda-setting functions of the media is, ‘Mass media have the ability to transfer the 

salience of the item on their news agendas to public agendas. They also said, media 

priorities also affect people’s behavior’ (Griffin, 2012, p-384). We judge as important 

what the media judge as important. According to this theory, the media uses some 

strategy to set the agenda which are: Gatekeeping, Priming and Framing (griffin, 2012).  

 

Methodology  

This study follows both quantitative and qualitative methods.  

In this study, using both qualitative and quantitative methods allows for a comprehensive 

analysis of environmental news coverage in Bangladeshi newspapers, providing both 

depth and breadth to the research. Alauddin (2009) points out, qualitative research is 

useful for answering exploratory "what" questions, which in this case helps to interpret 

and analyze the nature, tone and themes of environmental news content. This qualitative 

approach enables an in-depth understanding of how environmental issues are framed and 

discussed in newspapers, providing rich insights that go beyond numerical data. 

On the other hand, a quantitative approach is essential to address "how much" 

questions, allowing us to measure the frequency, extent, and trends in environmental 

news coverage. By quantifying aspects such as the number of articles, frequency of 
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coverage, and categorization of topics, we gain a measurable view of how environmental 

issues are represented over time and relative to other news categories. 

Using both methods in this study thus enables a more nuanced and robust 

exploration: qualitative analysis reveals the contextual and interpretive aspects of 

coverage, while quantitative analysis provides objective measurements and trends. This 

mixed-methods approach ultimately offers a well-rounded view, aligning with the study’s 

goals of understanding both the content and scale of environmental news coverage in 

Bangladeshi newspapers. 

 

Data Collection Method  

Data collection in this research will be done by using ‘content analysis method’. It is 

included as sub-methods: textual analysis, comparative study and close reading of the 

texts and their interpretation. Content analysis is extensively used for conducting research 

in the field of media and journalism studies nowadays (Wimmer & Dominick, 2016). 

Content analysis is an approach to the analysis of document and texts. It is useful for 

exploring the trends and pattern of media representations. It helps to get numerical data 

from any written form (Islam, 2010). It also applies qualitative content analysis to asset 

the meaning and understand the manifest content of the texts. In this study, content 

analysis method is used for analyze environmental related news from newspaper during 

period studies. 

 

Sampling  

This study samples were taken using non-probability sampling method. Here the four 

national newspapers in two languages are taken through purposive sampling of non-

probability sampling method. These are: The Prothom Alo, The Daily Ittefaq, The Daily 

Star and The Business Standard. The Prothom Alo and The Daily Ittefaq are in Bangla 

and The Daily Star and The Business Standard are in English. These four newspapers 

have been taken as a sample of all national daily newspapers in Bangladesh. The reason 

for selecting these newspapers is that, they are the most popular newspapers in 

Bangladesh with a large number of readers (shirsho doshe Prothom alo, 2020). One the 

other hand, these newspapers have a special concern on environmental issues. For this, 

their news coverage needs to be evaluated. Here, total of 124 (31×4) newspapers from 

January 01, 2023 to January 31, 2023 has been used to evaluate environmental news 

coverage. 

 

Analysis of Data 

Environmental News from Daily Published News 124 newspapers from four national 

dailies were analyzed from 01 January, 2023 to 31 January, 2023. The total number of 

news and environmental news basis on newspaper are given below: 

 

Serial No. Name of the 

Newspapers 

Total News Environmental News Percentage 

1. The Daily Prothom Alo 2315 56 2.42% 

2. The Daily Ittefaq 2813 51 1.81% 

3. The Daily Star 2157 55 2.55% 

4. The Business Standard 1717 25 1.46% 
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The Daily Prothom Alo  

From 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023, 2315 news items were published in Prothom 

Alo. Whereas the number of environmental news was 56. Which is 2.42% of the total 

published news. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure : Environmental news rate in prothom alo 
 
The Daily Ittefaq  
From 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023, 2813 news items were published in The Daily 

Ittefaq. The number of environmental news was 51 which is 1.81% of the total published 

news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure: Environmental news rate in The Daily Ittefaq 
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The Daily Star  
From 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023, 2157 news items were published in The Daily 

Star. The number of environmental news was 55 which is 2.55% of the total published 

news. 

 

 
 

Figure: Environmental news rate in The Daily Ittefaq 

 
The Business Standard  
From 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023, 1717 news items were published in The Daily 

Star. The number of environmental news was 25 which is 1.46% of the total published 

news. 

 

 
 

Figure: Environmental news rate in The Business Standard 
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Percentage of Environmental News  

Four daily newspapers are used as sample of the study which is The Daily Prothom Alo. 

The Daily Ittefaq, The Daily Star and The Business Standard. Analyzing one month`s 

news (From 01 January 2023 to 31 January 2023) of these newspapers, 9002 news were 

found. Out of 9002 news environmental news are 187 which is 2.08% of the total 

published news. The result is given in the chart below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure: Percentage of Environmental News (RQ1) 

 
Category of Environmental Issues  

Analyzing the news on environmental issues, it can be seen that almost the same issues 

has been published in the newspapers. But some newspaper gave more priority to some 

issues and some issues less. One the other hand, some issues are more published in all the 

newspaper. Environmental news issues in each of the newspapers are given bellow:  

 

The Daily Prothom Alo 
 

Serial No. Environmental News Topics Numbers Percentage 

1. Pollutions 14 25.45% 

2. Biodiversity 17 30.91% 

3. Environmental Management 06 10.91% 

4. Climate Change 01 1.82% 

5. Brick kiln 02 3.64% 

6. Occupying River 06 10.91% 

7. Illegal Sand Mining 01 1.82% 

8. Hill Cutting 03 5.45% 

9. Deforestation 02 3.64% 

10 Environmental Threat 02 3.64% 

11. Others 02 3.64% 
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The Daily Ittefaq 
 

Serial No. Environmental News Topics Numbers Percentage 

1. Pollutions 10 19.61% 

2. Biodiversity 12 23.53% 

3. Environmental Management 07 13.73% 

4. Climate Change 02 3.92% 

5. Brick kiln 04 7.84% 

6. Occupying River 04 7.84% 

7. Illegal Sand Mining 03 5.88% 

8. Hill Cutting 01 1.96% 

9. Deforestation 03 5.88% 

10 Environmental Threat 04 7.84% 

11. Others 01 1.96% 

 

The Daily Star 
 

Serial No. Environmental News Topics Numbers percentage 

1. Pollutions 17 30.36% 

2. Biodiversity 08 14.29% 

3. Environmental Management 05 8.93% 

4. Climate Change 08 14.29% 

5. Brick kiln 06 10.71% 

6. Occupying River 04 7.14% 

7. Hill Cutting 02 3.57% 

8. Deforestation 03 5.36% 

9. Environmental Threat 02 3.57% 

 

The Business Standard 
 

Serial No. Environmental News Topics Numbers Percentage 

1. Pollutions 05 20% 

2. Biodiversity 03 12% 

3. Environmental Management 08 32% 

4. Climate Change 05 20% 

5. Brick kiln 03 12% 

6. Others 01 4% 
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Number of Environmental News Based on Issues  
187 Environmental news Published form 01 January, 2023 to 31 January, 2023 in four 

national dailies. The issues that emerge from the analysis of the news are given below: 

Figure: Total Number of News Based on Issues 

 

187 environmental news stories from 124 newspapers were analyzed to find out the issues 

that Bangladesh newspapers prioritize in their environmental news coverage. Here is the 

most published news are about pollution. Out of 187 environmental stories, 46 stories 

available on polution. Which is 24.60% of total Environmental News. Different types of 

pollution are given the most priority as news. Among this were air pollution, water 

pollution, sound pollution, river pollution, plastic pollution etc. The Daily Star gives most 

priority to any kinds of pollutions. The second highest news issues are about biodiversity. 

Here are 40 stories related to this which is 21.39%. Most of the stories were about 

wildlife and then migratory bird, endangered animals and native birds etc. 

This was the most published topic in Prothom Alo and Ittefaq. After that 

Environmental management also get priorities. There are 26 stories and 13.90% about it. 

These was about action plans should be taken in Bangladesh to avoid environmental 

damage and to deal with threats. Climate change is an important global issue today. 

Global climate change is affecting Bangladesh and it is a major threat to us. So, it appears 

that the news is about to be published now. In this study we find 16 stories and 7.49% 0f 

total environmental news on it. Most of the stories were about the causes and effects of 

climate change and also related to action plans of the previous climate conference and 

COP-27. There are also 15 news about illegally constructed Brick Kilns. Then 14, 4, 6, 8 

and 4 stories respectively about the regular environmental issues in Bangladesh such as 

Occupying River, Illegal Sand Mining, Hill Cutting, Deforestations, Environmental 

Threats and Others. 
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Figure: Rate of environmental issues 

 

Treatment of the News  
Environmental news coverage of four newspapers has been analyzed to see how 
environmental news is treated in national dailies in Bangladesh. It shows how 
environmental news is placed on which page and how many columns. The findings 
are given below:  
 
Placement of Environmental News  
Analyzing the four newspapers, the number of environmental news published on 
each page of the newspaper is shown below:  
 

The Daily Prothom Alo 

Page Name Font Page Editorial International Back Page Others 

Number of News  06 09 01 14 25 

Percentage  10.91% 16.36% 1.82% 25.45% 45.45% 

 

The Daily Ittefaq 

Page Name Font Page Editorial International Back Page Others 

Number of News  01 08 00 09 33 

Percentage  1.96% 15.67% 0.00% 17.67% 64.71% 

 

The Daily Star 

Page Name Font Page Editorial International Back Page Others 

Number of News  12 14 04 06 20 

Percentage  21.43% 25% 7.12% 10.71% 35.71% 
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The Business Standard 

Page Name Font Page Editorial International Back Page Others 

Number of News  01 04 00 00 20 

Percentage  4% 16% 0.00% 0.00% 80% 

 

Number of News Based on Placement 

 
Figure : Number of News Based on Placement 

 

We know that, the news is placed according to its importance. The most important news 

is placed on the front page, the following on the back page, the editorial and opinion 

columns on the editorial page, and the less important news on the other pages. Analyzing 

of the newspapers found 20 on the front page which is 10.70% of the total news, 29 on 

the back page which is 15.51%, 35 on the editorial page and 5 on the international page 

which is 18.72% and 2.67% respectively. The highest number by adding the numbers of 

news on other pages, which number is 98 and the percentage is 52.41%. 

 

 
 

Figure: Percentage of Placement based on Page Name 
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Position of the News  
Analyzing the four newspapers, how many of environmental news published in 
which newspaper is given below:  
 

The Daily Prothom Alo 

Number of 

Column 

Six 

Column 

Five 

Column 

Four 

Column 

Three 

Column 

Two 

Column 

One 

Column 

Number of News  01 00 01 18 30 5 

Percentage  1.88% 0.00% 1.88% 32.73% 54.55% 9.09% 

 

The Daily Ittefaq 

Number of 

Column 

Six 

Column 

Five 

Column 

Four 

Column 

Three 

Column 

Two 

Column 

One 

Column 

Number of News  00 00 02 09 26 14 

Percentage  0.00% 0.00% 3.92% 17.65% 50.98% 27.45% 

 

The Daily Star 

Number of 

Column 

Six 

Column 

Five 

Column 

Four 

Column 

Three 

Column 

Two 

Column 

One 

Column 

Number of News  03 00 17 17 15 04 

Percentage  5.36% 0.00% 30.36% 30.36% 26.79% 7.12% 

 

The Business Standard 

Number of 

Column 

Six 

Column 

Five 

Column 

Four 

Column 

Three 

Column 

Two 

Column 

One 

Column 

Number of News  07 00 4 4 5 5 

Percentage  28% 0.00% 16% 16% 20% 20% 

 

 
 

Figure: Number of News Based on Column 
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The more importance is given to the news, the more treatment is given to that news. In 

this case, how much space or how many columns the news is in the valuable space of the 

newspaper. This shows the treatment of the newspaper. If a news is given with a picture 

in all 6 columns with colorful headline then it can be understood that the news has been 

given good treatment. Therefore, to see the treatment of environmental news in the 

national dailies of Bangladesh, it was seen how many columns the news from four 

newspapers cover. In this case, the number of six-column news was very less and ittefaq 

did not publish any six-column news. Four columns of news which were 24. Three 

column, two column and one column news were respectively 48, 76, 24. Here, two 

columns of news were the most numerous. 

 

 
 

Figure: Percentage of News Based Column 

 

An analysis of the treatment of environmental news shows that there is no dedicated 

page or space in newspapers for environmental news. Most of the news is placed on other 

pages. In this case, the number of news appearing on the first page is very less. And the 

analysis of how many columns the environmental news is published shows that maximum 

news is published in two columns which is 76 and 40.46% of the total environmental 

news. Then there are three columns of news which is 25.67%. The least published six 

column news were 11 which is 5.88% of total environmental news. From the findings, it 

can be said that the four newspapers did not give much treatment to environmental news. 

Newspapers, however, appear in a comparable picture, the Daily Star gave the most 

treatment. This newspapers placed 21.43% of their environmental news on the front page. 

Their number of editorials was 25% and they had more news in three and four columns 

and both are 30.36% of their total published environmental news columns. The next 

position is respectively Prothom Alo and The Business Standard. But the treatment of 

The Daily Ittefaq was very poor. 

 

Patterns of the Stories  
We know that different types of news are published in newspapers. News can be 
mainly divided into two parts. One is In-depth news and the other is surface news. 
In-depth news can again be divided into two categories, Interpretative and 
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investigative news. And the above news can be divided into different types, such as 
heared news, soft news, strait Jacket news. There is also feature, photo story, photo 
feature, editorial and opinion. These variations of news are patterns of news. Here is 
an analysis of four newspapers and the number of news items according to the news 
pattern:  
 

The Daily Prothom Alo 
 

Serial No. Patterns of Stories Number of Stories Percentage 
1. Interpretative News 6 10.91% 

2. Investigative News 4 7.27% 

3. Hard News 7 12.73% 

4. Straight Jacket News 9 16.36% 

5. Feature 13 23.64% 

6. Editorial 3 5.45% 

7. Opinion 4 7.27% 

8. Photo Story 9 16.36% 

 

The Daily Ittefaq 
 

Serial No. Patterns of Stories Number of Stories Percentage 
1. Interpretative News 6 11.76% 

2. Investigative News 1 1.96% 

3. Hard News 11 21.57% 

4. Straight Jacket News 21 41.17% 

5. Feature 3 5.88% 

6. Editorial 1 1.96% 

7. Opinion 7 13.73% 

8. Photo Story 1 1.96% 
 

The Daily Star 
 

Serial No. Patterns of Stories Number of Stories Percentage 
1. Interpretative News 8 14.29% 

2. Investigative News 4 7.14% 

3. Hard News 3 5.36% 

4. Straight Jacket News 8 14.29% 

5. Feature 0 0.00% 

6. Editorial 5 8.93% 

7. Opinion 9 16.07% 

8. Photo Story 19 33.93% 

 

The Business Standard 
 

Serial No. Patterns of Stories Number of Stories Percentage 
1. Interpretative News 4 16% 

2. Investigative News 0 0.00% 

3. Hard News 2 8% 

4. Straight Jacket News 9 36% 

5. Feature 5 20% 

6. Editorial 0 0.00% 

7. Opinion 4 16% 

8. Photo Story 1 4% 
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Figure: Percentage of information sources from 187 news 

 
Analyzing the four newspapers environmental news, it can be seen that both primary 

sources and secondary sources have been used to collect information related to the news. 

In this case, government official voice, political voice, environmental organizations, 

environmental specialist, statements of environmental activists and public opinion have 

been used as primary sources. And as a secondary source, reports of the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate, environmental surveys and other research results have 

been used. However, the governmental officials voice was used one of the most vital 

source of information. Here the statements of officials of Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate, BIWTA, officials of Department of Environment for Information at district 

level, statements of DC, Magistrate, UNO etc. have been used. The number of 62 which 

is 32% of the total information. After that, there were 28 statements of environmental 

activists. On the other hand, there were 24, 25 and 22 speeches by political voices and 

environmental Specialists, Environmental Organizations respectively. The political 

figures were local UP members, UP chairman, municipal mayors of city corporations and 

also ministers of the ministry. And expert opinion is available in the opinion column and 

in the interpretative and investigative report. Besides, if there is any environmental 

problem, the information has been taken from those who have work in that. There were 

professors of environmental sciences, geography and environment departments of various 

universities and environmental researchers. Information is obtained from non-

governmental organizations that work on environmental issues. Such organizations were 

UNDP, BALA, BAPA, Green Bangladesh, BD Cleaners etc. Then there is public opinion 

which is 19 and the least source of information used is research report which is 12. Which 

is 8% of the total information. 
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Setting Agenda on Environmental Issues in Bangladeshi Print Media  
Four newspapers are analyzed to understand how the print media of Bangladesh 
sets the environmental news agenda. What environmental issues have Overcome 
gatekeeping and find their way into newspapers, how treatment is priming the news 
and framing in newspaper news presentation is analyzed. A comparative review 
shows that newspapers in Bangladesh provide very little coverage of environmental 
issues. Currently, environment is an important issue for Bangladesh. However, the 
rate of news publication on this issue is only 2.08 percent. And certain issues appear 
to emerge. This is a good understanding of the international environment in which 
the coverage of the issue is analyzed. In one month, the number of international 
news in four newspapers was 7. Out of which 3 news from USA and one news each 
from UK, India, Sweden and Brazil. Due to the political and economic relations of 
Bangladesh with the United States, United Kingdom, and India news of these 
countries is given importance. That’s why their environment issue is also given 
priority. On the other hand, a conference in Sweden and the issue of cutting trees in 
Brazil's Amazon are two important global issues, so these two have been placed in 
the newspapers. AP, AFP and Reuters are source of these news. That is, political 
economy is emphasized in setting the international news agenda on environmental 
issues. Analyzing four newspapers, it can be seen that the most published news is 
about environmental pollution. Where there is news about air pollution, river 
pollution, plastic pollution, sound pollution and carbon pollution. Regarding these 
pollutions, it can be seen that air pollution and plastic pollution in Dhaka and river 
pollution in and around Dhaka have been as published as the most amount of news. 
The Daily star most published editorial, photo story and interpretative news were 
about pollutions. Due to the coverage of news on pollutions it has become important 
issue in Bangladesh. The Daily Star publishes news on various types of 
environmental pollution as well as other issues harmful to the environment and 
biodiversity such as brick kilns, climate change, illegal sand mining, occupying, hill 
cutting, deforestation etc. As a result, the audience understands the environmental 
problems and threats. Prothom Alo published the maximum number of features on 
Biodiversity. They had interpretative news on air pollution and river pollution and 
investigative news on hill cutting and deforestation. Although Ittefaq emphasized on 
biodiversity, its news pattern was strait jacket and their treatment of all 
environmental news was minimal. At present, the Business Standard publishes the 
most news on environmental management and climate change. The issue becomes 
important to the audience based on where, how much space, or how many columns 
newspapers give to it. There is no specific space for environmental issues in the 
print media of Bangladesh. Not much news appears on the front page and most of 
the news that does appear is a two-column story. However, The Daily Star publishes 
most of its news across three and four columns. One of the positive things that 
newspapers have done in setting agenda that most of these stories are presented 
with a picture and upper folder, which makes the issue important to the audience.  

Above all, Bangladeshi newspapers have taken problem-based framing in 
environmental news coverage. By using the official voice more as a news source, the 
government's agenda is setting into the people's agenda. News is being published 
with an emphasis on political economic relations on international environmental 
issues. Dhaka-centric issues are being given more importance in the national news. 
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Although we have many problems and possibilities in the environment but some 
issues are highlighted as important to the audience. 
 
Discussion 
124 newspapers from January 01, 2023 to January 31, 2023 from four newspapers 
in two languages The Daily Prothom Alo, The Daily Ittefaq, The Daily Star and The 
Business Standard were analyzed to investigate environmental news coverage in 
Bangladeshi newspapers. It can be seen that environmental news is 2.08 percent 
(RQ1) among the news published in Bangladeshi newspapers. Which is very less 
compared to the total published news. Among the issues that appear across this 
2.08%, pollution is given the most importance (RQ2). Published news on air 
pollution, river pollution, sound pollution, plastic pollution etc. Then published news 
on biodiversity, environmental management, climate change, brick kilns, occupying 
rivers, environmental threats, deforestation, hill cutting and illegal sand mining 
issues respectively. However, The Daily Prothom Alo and The Daily Ittefaq have 
given importance to pollution, but they have published the most news on the issue 
of biodiversity. Analysis of the treatment of environmental news in Bangladesh 
shows that most of the news is published across two columns. Most of the news 
were in the upper folder of the newspaper and the numbers of news with pictures 
were also sufficient to make the news important. However, the rate of publishing 
news on the front page was very low. Most of the news is given on the inside pages 
(RQ3). The Daily Star ranks well in its treatment of the environment in newspaper-
based comparative judgments. Their front page and editorial pages feature several 
news items on the environment. They made the issues important by using pictures 
in the news and by giving the news treatment in three and four columns. As seen in 
the pattern of environmental news, Bangladeshi newspapers used mostly straight 
jacket news. Also used photo story, opinion, interpretive news, feature, hard news, 
editorial and investigative news patterns on environmental issues (RQ4). However, 
the rate of investigative news is very poor.  

Newspapers mostly used the government official voice as a source of 
environmental news. This is followed by environmental activists, political voices, 
environmental organizations, environmental specialists, public voices and research 
reports. As we know, environment is a science-based subject. Understanding 
environmental issues requires an analysis and interpretations of environmental 
specialists, which are relatively underutilized. Again, for an objective basis on 
environmental issues, it is necessary to use research findings on this issue as a 
source of information. However, the rate of use of this source was poor. The basis of 
environmental news was simple, uninformed statements by government officials. 
The agenda that Bangladeshi newspapers are setting on the environment is political 
economy oriented, problem oriented and capital oriented. And to set these agendas, 
they are publishing more news on the same issue and publishing news on a limited 
number of issues.  

Environment is an important issue for Bangladesh. Environment should be 
given more coverage in Bangladesh print media. Increasing the rate of publishing 
environmental news in Bangladesh newspapers, more treatment should be given to 
this news. In case of newspapers, apart from allocating environmental news to a 
dedicated place, the front page and editorial pages should also publish news on 
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environmental issues. In this regard, the audience should be made aware of 
environmental issues by publishing narrative and in-depth news out of the straight 
jacket pattern. Shen, Ahern and Han (2017) examined the impact of narrative 
environmental news. Results indicated significant interaction effects between news 
formats and individual environmental orientations on transportation, positive 
cognitive responses, sympathy, and issue attitudes. Those who were more 
concerned about the environment were more affected by narrative news than those 
less concerned. These findings suggest that news narratives have stronger effects 
when they resonate with individuals’ predispositions. Azim (2014) mentions that 
environmental journalism in Bangladesh is shaped by many hurdles. Such as, 
pressure of deadline, lack of support from gatekeepers and media institutions, lack 
of resource, poor logistic support, a lack of dedicated expertise and poor 
understanding of reporter. In the content of the 187 news stories, this is the picture 
that most presents. The literature review of this study shows that the government 
official voice is given more importance as a source for global environmental news 
release. The same picture emerges from the analysis of environmental news sources 
in the print media of Bangladesh. However, sources for publishing news on this 
science-based topic should be environmental experts and research on this topic. 
That’s why the environment specialist's explanation and research report should be 
given importance to the news source. All national and global issues should be 
seriously expressed beyond the framing of limited issues. Environmental problems, 
threats, steps and possibilities to deal with the risks should be highlighted seriously 
and the matter should become the agenda of the people. The environment is a vital 
matter and protecting it is not the job of anyone alone. So, the newspaper should 
play its socially responsible role by giving more news coverage on this issue. 
 
Conclusions  
Limitations  
To conduct this study one-month environmental news coverage of four national 
dailies in Bangladesh has been evaluated. That was 124 newspapers are taken as 
sample here. Which was very limited compared to the whole newspaper in 
Bangladesh. So, in the future it is needed to analyz all over the years content of the 
newspaper.  
 
Conclusion  
Environmental issues are very important for Bangladesh. It’s soils, geography and 
geological history are very complex. Now a days tremendous problem and issues are 
gradually increasing in the world. Therefore, there is a growing demand from the 
public for more and more information on environmental issues. One the other hand, 
print media is one of the most popular and efficient forms of mass communication. 
Print media work to inform, educate and influence people for Environmental issues. 
Although it has some limitations but it is considered possible to achieve desired 
objectives by the research. This study has some potential. I hope this study generate 
some insights useful to environmental journalism studies. 
 
Recommendations  
• More focus should be given on the environmental issues of Bangladeshi 

newspaper. 



   

 

 

 

The Jahangirnagar Review, Part-C, Vol. XXXV, No. 1 
 

 

 

 

 

210 

• Some Environmental issues should get treatment in the first page of newspaper. 
• More space should be allotted for environmental related news in environmental 

newspapers. 
• One supplement can be published in every week related to environmental 

issues.  
• Every newspaper should develop a dedicated environmental section and 

provide specialized training for journalists. 
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[mvi-ms‡¶c : GB M‡elYvwU evsjv‡`‡ki wcª›U wgwWqv‡Z cwi‡ek welqK msev‡`i 

Kfv‡iR g~j¨vqb K‡i| cwi‡ek welqK msev‡`i Kfv‡iR g~j¨vq‡bi Rb¨ GLv‡b 

`ywU fvlvi †gvU PviwU msev`cÎ‡K bgybv wn‡m‡e †bIqv n‡q‡Q| msev`cÎ¸‡jv 

n‡jv ˆ`wbK cª_g Av‡jv, ˆ`wbK B‡ËdvK, `¨ †WBwj ÷vi Ges `¨ weR‡bm 

÷¨vÛvW©| GLv‡b, 01 Rvbyqvix 2023 †_‡K 31 Rvbyqvix 2023 ch©šÍ 124wU 

(31×4) msev`cÎ †bIqv n‡q‡Q| G¸‡jv we‡kølY K‡i †gvU 9002wU msev` cvIqv 

†M‡Q, hvi g‡a¨ 187wU cwi‡ek welqK msev`| hv †gvU msev‡`i Zyjbvq LyeB 

bMY¨| GLv‡b i‡q‡Q cwi‡ek ~̀lY, Rxe‰ewPZª¨, cwi‡e‡ki e¨e ’̄vcbv, BUfvUv, 

A‰ea evjy D‡Ëvjb, cvnvo KvUv, eb DRvo Ges cwi‡ekMZ ûgwKi welq¸wj| hvi 

g‡a¨ me‡P‡q †ewk msev` cªKvwkZ n‡q‡Q ~̀lY I Rxe‰ewPZª¨ Bm¨y‡Z| GB 

msev`¸‡jv †ewkifvMB †÷ªBU R¨v‡KU wbDR KvVv‡gv‡Z Ges GK I ỳB Kjv‡g 

cªKvwkZ nq| hw`I, cwi‡ek AvR GKwU ¸iæZ¡c~Y© welq n‡q D‡V‡Q| cwi‡ek wb‡q 

D‡ØM evo‡Q Ges wek¦e¨vcx cwi‡ek welqK msev‡`i Kfv‡iR evo‡Q| wKš‘ GB 

M‡elYvq †`Lv hvq †h, evsjv‡`‡ki msev`c‡Î cwi‡ek welqK msev` GLbI †Zgb 

¸iæZ¡c~Y© n‡q I‡Vwb| GQvovI M‡elYvi djvdj wb‡ ©̀k Ki‡Q †h, cwi‡ek welqK 

msev‡`i m~Î wn‡m‡e miKvwi Awdwmqvj I ivR‰bwZK e³e¨ me©vwaK ¸iæZ¡ 

†c‡q‡Q| wKš‘ Avgiv Rvwb, cwi‡ek GKwU weÁvbwfwËK welq Z‡e GLv‡b D‡V 

G‡m‡Q msev‡` wbf©ikxj m~Î wn‡m‡e cwi‡ek we‡klÁ I G welqK M‡elYv‡K Kg 

¸iæZ¡ †`Iqv n‡q‡Q| D³ msev`¸‡jv‡Z MfxiZi msev‡`i msL¨vI Lye Kg| 

Ab¨w`‡K, cwi‡ek welqK msev`‡K †ewkifvM †¶‡ÎB Lye mvgvb¨ wUªU‡g›U †`Iqv 

n‡q‡Q| msev`cÎ¸‡jvi ZyjbvgyjK wPÎ we‡køl‡Y †`Lv hvq, cwi‡ek welqK 

msev‡`i wUªU‡g›U ˆ`wbK cª_g Av‡jv I `¨ †WBwj ÷vi Gi Zyjbvq ˆ`wbK B‡ËdvK 

I `¨ weR‡bm ÷¨vÛvW© cwÎKvq AviI bMY¨| GLv‡b msev`cÎ¸‡jv msev‡`i 

G‡RÛv wba©vi‡Y GKB ai‡bi msev` cªKvk K‡i‡Q| wKš‘ †Kv‡bv wbw ©̀ó Bm ÿ‡Z 

d‡jvAvc msev` cªKvk nq wb| cªwZwU msev`cÎ Zvi msev‡`i welqe Í̄y Ges 

KvVv‡gv‡Z wbR¯̂ KvVv‡gvKiY c×wZ AbymiY K‡i‡Q|] 


