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[Abstract: Artist does not have any country; though such words may be
pronounced as the ethos of a universal ideology and philosophy of art; yet it
cannot be denied that as a social being, the artist too is not out of a particular
geo-territorial identity. This is because as human birth and upbringing happen
within the boundary of a specific society and culture. Everybody's life is
determined by a time frame. But man transcends the limit of location and
overflows the boundary of time through the process of development and
progression of his talent and mind. It is made possible not to exclude the
location and the time he belongs to; instead, he becomes universal by
cherishing all those matters. Because the basic identity of an artist, that is
‘man’, is predominantly rooted in the very depth and breadth of the culture and
territory of his contemporary times.

A salient feature of the artworks of the art maestro Jaynul Abedin is
their contiguousness with the homeland and with contemporary times. Abedin
is an unavoidable art personality in the history of the fine arts of this Indian
subcontinent or Bengal. Because he sought a means of success not only by
mingling himself in the stream of his native art tradition, he added to enrich
that tradition through the uniqueness of his creative imagination. States had
fallen apart to be rebuilt again, and various contending currents- calculations of
politics divided the society people variously —sometimes based on community
and sometimes by territorial demarcation. Sometimes, the adversity of nature
joined the rulers to increase the misery of man. All these touched Jayul Abedin
with a deep human sensitivity. He was born in the eastern part of the undivided
Bengal: in Kishorganj of greater Mymensing. He was educated in Calcutta, the
then capital of British India. His birth time identity is an Indian Bengali; no
doubt, he accepted too that tradition in his art schooling. But within the Indian
art tradition, Jaynul becomes aware of the Bengali art tradition and he adds
newness to that. There are both parts of Bengal, western Calcutta and eastern
Dhaka mingled in the greater territorial society and culture of which he is a
successor. Therefore, he is of both the parts of Bengal in the classical
realization of his artistic creative imagination, which can be territory-freely
identified as the folk.

Jaynul Abedin took his schooling in art under the influences of the great
iconic personalities of the Calcutta-centered Indian cum Bengali fine arts
tradition like Abanindranath Thakur, Nandalal Basu, Zamini Roy,
Rabindranath Thakur, etc. There was a trend of mingling the East and the West
strongly active in that tradition. The basic characteristic feature of the Calcutta-
centered Indian cum Bengali art tradition was contiguous with urban life and
sensation. To that European modernity-influenced art tradition of Bengal,
Jayniu added a new trend influenced by Bengali folk life. The provenance of
that stream/tradition was East Bengal, which was renamed later as Bangladesh.
The gravitational center of his art thought is of Bengal, particularly of the rural
society and its working-class people of east Bengal. It drove him towards a
down-to-earth realization of real life instead of a surrealistic and romantic
imagination of that. The most brilliant witness to this is his Famine Series of
Drawings done during the Calcutta phase of his life (1933-1947).

Jaynul Abedin was a humanitarian witness to his contemporary times.
The main subject matter of his artworks is man, particularly the marginalized
and the torn-ups. His drawings and paintings have been witnesses to history
and its narration at the same time. They are sometimes the narrative of culture.
He was a socialist in the all-humanitarian realization of a real artiste despite his
being not any avowed supporter cum follower of any particular political party
of ideology. The sole objective of his art ideology was the collective
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development and progress of society, not of the personal. All through the forms
and contents of his famine series of drawings is revealed his great-hearted
human self on the one hand, and on the other, those indicate, at the same time,
his roots-adherence. As a consequence of the geopolitical convulsion, though
Jaynul happened to be a citizen of the theocratic state of Pakistan in 1948, in
his consciousness, he remained embraced with the idea of a secular folk life
based on the Bengali culture. The main foundational basis of this idea is this
east Bengal-Bangladesh. Jaynul kept himself engaged in his artistic creation,
being one with the joint current of politics and culture of the Bengalis at
different bends of a 24-year-long history of their movement for self-
determination and independence. The artwork titled ‘Nabanna’ (The Festival of
New Food-grain) in perspective of the mass uprising of 1969, The Monpura 70
(named after the island Monpura most devastated in the storm) in perspective
of the devastating tornado in 1970, and the Bir Muktijoddha (The Valiant
Freedom Fighter) sketched in perspective of the historic Liberation War of
1971 bear witness to his consciousness of his mother country and the
contemporary times.]



