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Su.  “a film script writer adapting the play may use the existing work of art merely as raw
material, regard it from the specific angle of his own art form as it were raw reality, and

pay no attention to the form once already given to the material” -Bela Balazs, Theory of the
Film, 263.
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[Abstract: This article is committed to exploring the artistic expression,
impact, and uniqueness of the play Chaka, written by Selim Al Deen, as it
appears in two distinct art forms—stage and film. In his playwriting, Selim Al
Deen gradually became more inquisitive in creating new forms of the
indigenous art form. We also observe in the compositional style of Chaka that
he remained deeply engaged in the creation of newer forms of traditional
Bengali theatre reflecting his roots-orientated tendency. Inspired by the artistic
theory of Dbaitaadbaitabada (Dualism Non-dualism), he has integrated the
indirect or direct influence of various forms, including music, poetry, stories,
novels, storytelling, and the brilliance of painting, in this play. However, the
core theme of the play does not directly quote myths or folklore. This play
narrates the story of the shared humanity of an unrelated cartman and his
companions in the burial of an unidentified corpse killed in the context of the
1990 mass uprising in Bangladesh. Chaka was first brought to the stage in
Bangladesh by Dhaka Theatre in 1991, directed by Syed Jamil Ahmed. Later,
in 1993, film director Morshedul Islam adapted it into a film of the same title,
Chaka, based on the play. Both productions were well received in intellectual
circles. Despite sharing the same central theme of the play, there are distinct
differences in the artistic conception and audience impact of this theatrical
production and the film. This article, applying the relevant methods of theatre
and film research, is determined to present a research-based analysis of Chaka
in both its theatrical and cinematic forms. It will present an analytical review of
the dynamics, artistic style, and impact of Selim Al Deen's Chaka on stage and
film.]



