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A Further Observation of the Unigness of Performer-Spectators relationship in Traditional
Performances in Bangladesh.

[Abstract : This paper is a further observation of traditional performances in
Bangladesh to pin-point the unique quality of relation between performer-
spectators in it. In this phase of research, Jugir Gaan of Natore, Chaitro
Shonkranti of Manikganj and urban performance of Yatra (Dhaka) has been
observed. On the basis of above performances, the concept of “spectator’ and
‘performer’ has been revised with a new perspective along with a theoretical
discussion of “collective unconscious’ in relation to “collective belief* in folk
society. After contextual study of the above performances it has been
discovered that manifesting ‘rasa’ in those performances depends on the
spectators’ participation for why they are different than a consumer of art. It
seems better to percieve them as a ‘neighbour’ (shamajikgon), rather mere
spectator (dorshok) in theatre. As performers too live in the same society it also
plays a significant role to the performance’s context. Festivity dictates both
performers and spectators to act in a way they are being performed. So
considering the context and social trend in Bangladesh, it is better to percieve
the above quality of their relation as ‘unique’ that contributes to the artistiic
manifestation of Bengali culture. It can be said that, even if these performces
are theatrical they should neither be percieved as'theatre’ according to
Euroepan aesthetics, nor as ‘Natya’ according to Sanskrit theories. It should be
called differently for of their identitical gality of social ceremony.]



