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Colonel E.T. Dalton -&¥ W9, Kudukh is derived from konkan which is supposed to
have been the cradle of the oraons. SIS Sir George Grierson 9¢5T9, Hindus say that the

word 'Orao' is simply indo- aryan 'urau' spendthrift, the name being an allusion to the
alleged thriftless character of the people to whom it is applied (Grierson, 1967; Kujur,
1989).
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doctrine of the Oraons is, that man best pleases the gods when he makes merry himself,
so that acts of worship and propitiatory sacrifices are always associated with feasting,
drinking, dancing and love-making (Dalton, 1872)".
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[Abstract: The impact of missionary activities on indigenous communities in
Dinajpur, the northern district of Bangladesh, has been profound, influencing
their cultural, religious, linguistic, and social frameworks. These missionary
interventions have led to significant changes, particularly in the cultural
practices and religious beliefs of these communities. The primary aim of this
research was to examine the cultural and societal changes within these
indigenous communities in Dinajpur as a result of missionary activities. A
qualitative research methodology was employed, with data collected through
various interviews. The analysis reveals that while some aspects of indigenous
culture have been preserved, many traditional practices have been lost due to
the forces of modernity and religious conversion. Through the organization of
cultural events, missionaries have also contributed to the preservation of certain
cultural elements and traditions. However, the increasing trend of Christian


https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315029122
https://www.dailyjanakantha.com/opinion/news/714434
https://bbs.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/bbs.portal.gov.bd/page/b343a8b4_956b_45ca_872f_4cf9b2f1a6e0/2024-01-31-15-51-b53c55dd692233ae401ba013060b9cbb.pdf
https://bbs.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/bbs.portal.gov.bd/page/b343a8b4_956b_45ca_872f_4cf9b2f1a6e0/2024-01-31-15-51-b53c55dd692233ae401ba013060b9cbb.pdf

Yo Ffe ¢ «Tr R $oia i s@eR oo « @fFs ..

conversion has led to significant transformations in the traditions, languages,
and belief systems of these communities. Furthermore, the study highlights that
missionaries have provided the Santhal and Kurukh indigenous communities
with the Bible in audio and application formats in their native languages. The
research further underscores that missionary activities have led to notable
improvements in education and healthcare services. Nevertheless, participants
in the study emphasize that greater focus on the preservation of indigenous
cultures and social integration is essential for fostering social and cultural
equality.]
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