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“Pakistan is a Muslim state and it must have as its lingua franca the
language of the Muslim nation. The mover should realise that Pakistan
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has been created because of the demand of hundred million Muslims in
this subcontinent and the language of the hundred million Muslims is
Urdu. It is necessary for a nation to have one language and that
language can only be Urdu and no other language” (Akanda ,2013:24).
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[Abstract : The language movement was the first milestone in the
establishment of an independent and sovereign Bangladesh. This movement to
establish the Bengali language as the state language was the first resistance
movement of the student population against Pakistani rule and exploitation. In
the Pakistan state created under the guise of the two-nation theory and in the
reality of the then political situation, the language movement created a new
enthusiasm by awakening a non-communal, liberal and progressive spirit
against the religious, radical and backward thinking of the Muslim League
government and its supporters. Through this, the conscious student, population
of East Bengal was inspired with a sense of nationalism based on language and
culture, which led them to the desired goal of establishing an independent and
sovereign Bangladesh state through subsequent movement struggles. Although
the state language movement initially began among conscious intellectuals and
political circles, it later spread among all levels of people in East Bengal. In
this continuity, Dinajpur, known as the fertile land of the movement, also had a
great impact. In this, senior politicians including farmer leader Haji
Muhammad Danesh contributed, as did student and youth leaders Mohammad
Dabirul Islam, Nurul Huda Mirza Chhoti and many young leaders and activists
who played a historic and important role. Although the language movement
was initially limited to students, youth, progressive political activists and
intellectuals of Dinajpur city, in 1952 people from all walks of life in the city
and villages participated in it. In 1948, mainly in Surendranath College and
various schools in Dinajpur, and later in 1952, the language movement spread
to villages and towns of various police stations including Thakurgaon
Panchagarh, a subdivision of Dinajpur. Dinajpur's role in the language
movement was well-organized and much more advanced than that of the
regional district cities. One of the reasons for this was the leadership of student
leaders of Dinajpur by involving various organizations with the Dhaka-
centered movement, who played a leading role in the language movement in
Dhaka and Dinajpur.]
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