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1. It is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never
know most of their fellow members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet
in the minds of each lives the image of their communion.

2.  The nation is imagined as limited because even the largest of them,
encompassing perhaps a billion living human beings, has finite, if elastic
boundaries, beyond which lie other nations.

3. It is imagined as a sovereign because the concept was born in an age in
which Enlightenment and Revolution were destroying in the legitimacy of
the divinely-ordained, hierarchical dynastic realm.

4. It is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the actual inequality
and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is always conceived
as a deep, horizontal comradeship.
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[Abstract: No trace of novels written by Muslim novelists can be found in the
initial stage when Bengali novels emerged as a literary genre. Mir Mosharraf
Hossain’s (1847-1911) Bishad-Shindhu (1891) came out twenty-five years
after Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s (1838-1894) novel Durgeshnandini (1965).
Before that no evidence exists of Bengali Muslim authors writing any novel,
though Bengali Muslims have a long legacy of literary creation. The trend that
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was set through the composition of Bishad-Shindhu gradually evolved and
included, besides literary matters, religious, social and political aspects as
themes. Indeed, the aspiration for self-identity that took root during the colonial
era among the Bengali Muslims cast influence on the contemporary novels.
Consequently, nationalistic fervor found eloquent expression in the novels by
Bengali Muslim authors. In this backdrop this article aims to throw light on the
nature of national consciousness and identity politics of Muslims reflected in
the novels by Bengali Muslim authors.]



